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PROGRESS OR MEDICAL SCIENCE 


was a spherical tumor, with a small orifice on its surface from which 
blood was exuding. The tubes, ovaries, uterus, and remainder of 
the broad ligaments were perfectly normal. The tumor was covered 
with peritoneum. A small embryo was found in it. A microscopic 
examination demonstrated the capsule to consist of an outer and an 
inner layer of fibrous connective tissue between which an extensive 
extravasation of blood had occurred. Around two-thirds of the periphery 
of the ovum may be distinguished nuclei of the endothelial cells of the 
peritoneum. At the point of erosion chorionic villi are seen protruding 
into the orifice. 


Physical and Psychical Conditions Persisting after Mutilating Operations 
on the Female Generative Organs.— Holcombe (An. Gyn. and Ped., 
1908, xxi, 361) believes physical and psychic conditions frequently 
persist for long periods of time after mutilating operations on the female 
pelvic organs, out that they are commonly in evidence before the 
operations. The opinion is offered, however, that not infrequently such 
conditions result from operation. In this latter class Holcombe believes 
that either the mental and general physical conditions are not well known, 
or the operation is not a proper one, although it is admitted that the 
gynecological surgeon may have such knowledge and yet believe the 
surgical treatment is imperative. Holcomb emphasizes the necessity 
for careful after-treatment of patients subjected to operations on the 
female genitals. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 


TJNDER THE CHARGE OF 

EDWARD JACKSON, AJL, M.D., 

or sums, Colorado, 

AND 

T. B. SCHNEIDEMAN, A3L, M.D., 

professor or douid or n» ztz in the rm lad elfhi a policlinic. 


The Operative Treatment of Optic Neuritis.— Victor Horslet (Oph¬ 
thalmoscope, September, 1908, 658) sums up his position as follows: 
Optic neuritis should be treated as soon as detected; operative treatment 
should consist, in the absence of other indications, in opening the sub¬ 
dural space in the temporal or subtentorial region. The bore-hole and 
release of fluid ought to be unattended by any risk if the aseptic tech¬ 
nique is adequate. Against the opinion that the neuritis is no help in 
the localization of the tumor, Horsley asserts that the lesion is upon the 
side upon which the neuritis is the more marked, or is the older. While 
nothing can be done for cases which exhibit well-marked atrophy, there 
are all sorts and degrees of atrophic changes which may be present and 
which ultimately disappear, with good results as regards vision, if the 
source of the neuritis be removed. 



OPHTHALMOLOGY 


153 


The Treatment of Congenital Cataract.— Collins ( Ophthalmoscope , 
September, 1908, 675) advises to wait before needling, with which 
operation it is best to begin in nearly all cases, until tnc child is ten 
months old so that the eye may be sufficiently developed, the aqueous 
present in adequate amount, etc. Iridectomy should be performed 
if the pupil does not dilate well under the mydriatic. In Morgagnian 
cataract it is advisable to evacuate the chamber to* obviate increased 
tension. If a dense membrane remains it should be displaced downward 
and backward. 


Punctate Atrophy and Pigmentation of the Choroid.— Gepp (Archiv 
/. Augenh., 1908, lix, 383) reports a veiy unusual instance of punctate 
atrophy of the choroid in a young man without specific history. The 
earliest appearances were noted in the extreme periphery and consisted 
of light-colored spots; these increased in size and were gradually sur¬ 
rounded by a pigment border, new foci at the same time extending 
toward the centre and gradually undergoing the same changes. There 
was a central scotoma for form and color, but the fields were not con¬ 
tracted. 


Treatment of Fistula'of the L&ciyiual Sac by Electrolysis.—L otin (West- 
nick. Opht., 1907, 655) passes a current of 5 ma. during five minutes 
between the anode, which consists of a silver or platinum wire inserted 
into the fistula, and the cathode placed in the nares of the same side. 
The current is reversed at intervals. Rapidity and efficacy are 
claimed for the method to a remarkable degree even in invertebrate 
cases. In stenoses an isolated sound like the one recommended by 
Lagrange is employed, connected by preference with the cathode. 


Dangers of Radium in Pasta.— Le Bon (La clin. ophial., 1908, No. 
18, 293), to obtain the maximum of radiations from radium, has found 
that a paste applied directly to the desired region is the most effective. 
Accordingly, in therapeutics a paste has been applied immediately 
upon the skin, or cavities, in the treatment of nevus, angioma, epitheli¬ 
oma, eczema, etc. In a nevus of the forehead and eyelid of a restless 
infant so treated, De Cour.mi.lles observed that the paste after drying 
was exfoliated with the underlying tissue in scales; if the same event had 
occurred in an organ or cavity, extensive burns would have resulted. 
The reporter proposes to return to the use of tubes; although the latter 
are somewhat more troublesome, they are readily antisepticized and do 
not entail the above risks. 


Extraction of Cataract in a Rhinoceros.— Mater (Woch. f. Ther.. u. 
Hyg. d. Aug., i, 42), with the aid of fourteen assistants, six journalists, 
three photographers, and ten attendants, extracted a cataract from the eye 
of a rhinoceros in the New York Zoological Garden. The operation lasted 
about half an hour and gave a successful result, which is by no means 
always the case in the lower animals. The operation was done under 
anesthesia for which purpose 900 prams of chloroform and 200 grams 
of ether were required, several of the attendants being nearly overcome 
during the process. A great difficulty was keeping watch upon the heart of 
the animal for the skin was so thick that the pulse could not be perceived. 



